
Looking at Leaves



How to Identify Trees

✓ Leaves

✓ Bark

✓ Shape of the Tree

✓ Nuts or seeds

✓ Flowers



ACES Tree Identification Dichotomous Key

https://www.aces.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/ANR-0509_KeyToCommonNativeTrees_Lg.pdf



ACES Tree Identification Dichotomous Key



Leaf Characteristics: 
FORMS, TYPES & 
ARRANGEMENTS



Leaf Characteristics: SHAPES
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Leaf Characteristics: SHAPES



Leaf Characteristics: EDGES, MARGINS & LOBES



Leaf Characteristics: VEINS & TEXTURES

• Leaf veins

• Textures – What does your leaf feel like?

hairy, smooth, thick, thin, rough, or waxy?

• Let’s compare our leaves & 
try to ID them…



On AWF’s Common OC Plants Webpage

• https://www.alabamawildlife.org/uploadedFiles/File/Com

mon_Leaf_Shapes_and_Arrangements_Chart.jpg

https://www.alabamawildlife.org/uploadedFiles/File/Common_Leaf_Shapes_and_Arrangements_Chart.jpg
https://www.alabamawildlife.org/uploadedFiles/File/Common_Leaf_Shapes_and_Arrangements_Chart.jpg


Looking at 
Leaves
Field guide



Source:  BlueVenn.com 



SWEETGUM LEAF TULIP POPLAR

VENN DIAGRAM:  LOOKING AT LEAVES



PLT’s Activity #64:  Looking at Leaves

• Locate area to collect leaves

• Ask students to collect 3-5 
different kinds of leaves

• Examine and sort leaves in 
small student groups

• Swap leaves among students

• Find trees that match leaves

• Examine trees for detail 
(bark, flowers or nuts, how 
leaves grow on tree, etc.)



Looking at 
Leaves
PLT student page



Outdoor 
Classroom 
Field Investigation: 
Observing a Leaf



Enrichment
Leaf crayon rubbings



Enrichment
Cherokee leaf printing



Enrichment



Enrichment
Leaf printing 



Enrichment
Online leaf activities and 
projects 



Enrichment
Leaf fingerprints



Additional PLT Activities

• Name that Tree, #68 – summer, fall – students 
use tree’s features to identify it

• Bursting Buds, #65 – winter – students learn 
about the stages that leaf buds go through

• Germinating Giants, #66 – spring – students 
compare local trees to giants across the world



Outdoor Classroom Leaf Creatures Activity


