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What are the characteristics or traits

that make an or'gcmlsm a burd7

Are birds cold-blooded or warm- blooded’
v Warm-blooded (or endothermic)

How many legs do birds have?
v Two wings (instead of arms) & two legs

What kind of covering do birds have? Skin? Scales? | i
. . ' Did you know’
v' Feathers on their body & scales on their feet and legs | Tere are approximately

. / . : : : 10,500 different
How do birds give birth? Live birth like humans? bird species in the world.

v Lay eggs v

What type of mouth do they have? Is it like ours? !
v Beak or bill as a "mouth” with no teeth - the gizzard (stomach) grinds the e:"f’"



To distinguish one species from another, scientists use a ‘ranomx or
classification system with levels that range from broad to very specific.
For example:

» Kingdom - All Animals
» Phylum - All Vertebrates (have a backbone) -
» Class - All Birds

» Order -
> Family - Latin Name: Thryothorus ludovicianus

Common Name: Carolina Wren
> Genus 7 55§;5§§

> Species -



Do all birds look exactly alike?
How do birds look different from each other?
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Beaks come in many shapes and sizes . ’ Their legs can be different colors
depending on what the species eats. Different or lengths depending on its habitat

’ g, bird species N |
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Birds' feet come in many shapes and The color of a bird's feathers
sizes depending on what the bird depends on the species, and whethe

eats and where it lives. the bird is male or female.



Scientists believe that over millions of years birds’ bodies and behaviors have change
and adapted to help them grow, reproduce and survive in a variety of habitats.

These physical and behavioral changes are called ADAPTATIONS.







How does the color of birds'

feathers help them survive?

In many species the color of the male's feathers are br'igh'rer':
than the female's to help them attract a mate.

Also, the female's muted colors help her blend in 5 &
with her surroundings to provide camouflage to
hide from predators while she sits on the nest.

The male Eastern wild turkey has iridescent plumage (feather
that become brighter in the sunlight to attract the females.







How do birds' feet look different from each other?

How do these differences help them survive?

Most birds have three to four toes,
and the placement of the toes
depends on the species of bird.

Many species of
waterfowl have
webbing between

Hairy woodpecke

their toes which | Birds of prey such as have two toes i

helps them move hawks have three toes front and two
through water | forward and one back with behind which hel

such as this duck. very large talons (claws) them grasp the

used to gr'asp pr-ey- bar'k Of a tree.
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Hummingbirds have long
beaks and tubular
(called a proboscis)
tongues for reaching
deep into a flower to
reach the nectar within.

The tufted titmouse has a
short thin beak for eating
insects, seeds and berries.

% ' beaks (also called bills) that do not have
w1 teeth, and differ from one bird species

No! Bird's mouths have evolved into

to another based on what they eat. | , ¥4
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Birds of prey such
hawks use their be
to help tear prey

apart for food.

| Woodpeckers like this pileated
‘| woodpecker use their beak to
break apart dead trees as they

—! look for insects.



"
S8

|
N
S

§
b
/f

w///////m

SR

, g/w L
& -



How do birds’ legs look different from each other?

How do these dlfferences help ’rhem survive?

Wading birds
have very long
legs that allow
them to enter
deep water while
remaining above
the water to hunt

Similar to their feeft, birds'’ Iegs
vary based on their function.

Birds of prey must have
very strong legs that take
the impact of their hunting
hits as well as allow them
to carry heavy prey items

Fllghﬂess b|r'ds do
hot need to be
lightweight; they
have large, strong
legs for running

Legless birds (swn‘ /
feed, sleep, and mat
in the air and nev
intentionally land
the ground; Just nee:
toes for gr'nppm



’s a fun

fact!!
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What types of bird species could we

find living in our outdoor c

There are many species of birds that can be spotted around
your school's outdoor classroom. Here are 12 of the most
common species that you may see.



American Goldfinch




American Robin




Blue Jay




Carolina Chickadee
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Eastern Bluebird
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Northern Cardinal




Northern Mockingbird
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird
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Tufted Titmouse
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Coloration:
Soft silvery gray above & white below, with a rusty or peach-
colored wash down the flanks; black patch just above the bill;
males & females nearly identical

Beak:
Pointed, sharp; for eating mainly insects (including caterpillars,
beetles, ants and wasps, stink bugs, and treehoppers, as well as
spiders and snails); also eat seeds, nuts, and berries, including
acorns and beech nuts.

Habitat:
deciduous woods or mixed evergreen-deciduous woods, typically in
areas with a dense canopy and many tree species; also common in
orchards, parks, and suburban areas.

Favorite Feeder Food:
sunflower seeds, suet, peanuts, and other seeds
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https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home
https://journeynorth.org/hummingbirds
https://www.outdooralabama.com/wildlife/birds

